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THE REVOLUTION SOCIETY, 
THIS SPEECH IS DEDICATED. 


THE FRENCH NATION, 
HAVING ACTED CONSISTENTLY 
UPON THE UNCORRUPTED 
PRINCIPLES OF THE REVOLUTION; 
AND FOLLOWED 
THE EXAMPLE OF THE ENGLISH 
IN PUBLISHING 
A BILL OF RIGHTS, 
AND, 

PLACING IT AT, THE HEAD OF THEIR LAWS; 
DO, BY THIS APPROBATION OF 
A GENEROUS AND FREE PEOPLE, 
CONCUR WITH THE SENTIMENTS OF 
rute SOCIETY, | 
AND 
NOBLY CONFIRM AND EXTEND 
" THE PRACTICE OF A- CENTURY. 


MAY THIS CONCURRENCE 
OF PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE 
AUGUR 
FREEDOM AND FELICITY 
TO BOTH NATIONS, 
ENGAGED IN THE SAME GLORIOUS CAUSE. 


THE OPINION OF MONSIEUR LE COMTE DE 
CASTELLANE, ON THE DECLARATION 
OF RIGHTS, DELIVERED ON THE FIRST 
Or AUGUST, ' MDCCLXXXIX, IN THE 
FRENCH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 


GENTLEMEN, 


IT ſeems to me not to be the buſineſs of this 
day to deliberate on the choice of the different 
declarations of rights, which have been ſubmitted 
to the examination of the committees. It is a 
grand previous queſtion, which will be ſufficient, 
without doubt, to employ to-day the moments 
of this aſſembly :—ſhall there be a declaration of 
rights placed at the head of our conſtitution ? 
On deciding for the affirmative, I ſhall endeavour 
to anſwer all the objections which I can collect. 


Some ſay, the firſt and principal truths wats 
engraved on our hearts, the particular declaration 
Which we ſhall make, will be of no uſe.—Never- 
| theleſs, genitletnen, if you will deign to caſt your 
| A 2 eyes 
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eyes over the ſurface of the terreſtrial globe, with- 
out doubt, you will tremble with me, in conſider- 
ing how very few nations have preſerved, I do not 
ſay, all their rights, but only ſome ideas, ſome 
xemains, of their liberty : and without being obliged 
to mention all. Aſia, or the unhappy Africans, 
who find in the iſles of America, a flavery more 
ſevere and cruel, than they experience in their 
own country. Without going, I ſay, from Eu- 
rope, do we not ſee whole nations, who believe 
that they are the property of ſome lords? Do 
we not ſee them, almoſt all, imagine that they 
owe obedience to the laws made by their tyrants, 
to which they themſelves are not ſubject? Even 
England, in that famous iſland, which ſeems to 
have preſerved the ſacred fire of liberty, do there 
not exiſt abuſes, which would totally diſppgear, 
if the rights of men were there better known? 


But it is France we are now concerned about, 
and I aſk, gentlemen, is there a nation which has 
more conſtantly forgotten and neglected the prin- 
ciples on which a good conſtitution can only be 
eſtabliſhed? Tf one excepts . only the reign of | 
Charlemagne, we have ſucceſſively ſubmitted to the 
moſt infamous and debaſing tyrannies . Scarce- 
y eſcaped from e frenchmen experienced 
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( "a may now criumphantly cry out 
Libertas que ſera, tamen reſpexit inertem, 


| Reſpexit tamen, et longo poſt tempore venit. ] 
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in the feudal ſyſtem, all the calamities combined 
which ariſtocracy, deſpotiſm, and anarchy could 
produce. Senſible, at laſt, to their misfortunes, 
they lent their aſſiſtance to their kings to deſtroy 
particular tyrants; but men, blinded by ignorance, 
only change their fetters. Having felt the deſpo- 
tiſm of their lords, they next ſuffer under the ty- 
ranny of their miniſters; and thus are they not 
only in part deprived of their power over their 
own landed property, but even ſtripped of their 
perſonal freedom, by the practice of lettres- de- 
; cachet being eſtabliſhed. Be aſſured, gentlemen, 
that deteſtable invention was owing to the people 

being ignorant of their rights. Moſt certainly 

they could never approve of it: never could the 
whole body of frenchmen become fools all at 
once; nor have ſaid to their king, we give you 
abſolute power over our perſons, — we will be free 
no longer than until it will be convenient to you 
to make us ſlaves; and our children alſo. ſhall be 
faves to your children. You ſhall, at your plea- 
ſure, tear us from our families, and ſend us to 
priſon, where we ſhall be encruſted to the care of a 
jailor choſen by you, who, being ſecured by his 
very infamy, will be out of the reach of the 
law. But if deſpair, the power of a miſtreſs, or 
of a favorite, change for us this abode of hor- 
ror into a tomb, no one will hear our dying 
yoice; your will, real, or ſuppoſed, will render 
| 1 
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it juſt; you will be our only accuſer, our Je 
and our executioner. 


But it is impoſſible this execrable language 
could ever have been uttered. All our laws for- 
bid to obey lettres-de-cachet : no man approves 
of them. It is the people only that can make 
the laws reſpected. What can the parliaments 
do. theſe ' pretended guardians of our feigned 
conſtitution? What could they do againſt the 


ſtrokes of power, of which they themſelves have 


felt the fatal effects? What could even the re- 
preſentatives of the nation do againſt the future 


. - abuſe which might be introduced in the exerciſe 


of the executive' power, if the whole body of the 
people would not reſpect the laws which RY had 
. her | 


It appears to me, that I have anſwered thoſe 
who think that a declaration of rights is unneceſ- 
fary. There are thoſe who go further, and think 
it dangerous at this time, when all the ſprings of 
government - being deſtroyed, the populace give 
themſelves up to Tuch exceſſes, which makes 
them apprehend much greater. 


But, W 1 am certain hs majority of 
thoſe that hear. me, will think as I do,—that the 
true way to prevent Ecentioulnels 1s. to fix the 

foundations 
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foundations of liberty. The more men know 
their rights, the more they will love thoſe laws 
which protect thoſe rights; the more they love 
their country, the mare they will fear diſorder ; 
and if the outlaws diſturb the public ſecurity and 
peace, all thoſe citizens, who have any thing to 
loſe, will unite againſt. them. 


I think then, gentlemen, that we ought to place 
a declaration of the rights of men at the head of 
our conſtitution *ﬀ. Although decided in my own 
particular opinion, among thoſe which have been 
propoſed, yet I think that which we ſhall adopt 
ought to be diſcuſſed with care and attention: 
and perhaps we may not reject totally any one of 
thoſe declarations which have been propoſed to us. 
[ think alſo, tliat this ſame declaration ought to 
be admitted ow placed before the laws, of which 
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f* % In Turkey there are no Lockes, Sidneys, Prices, 
Rouſſeaus, or national aſſembly, to ſubvert the ancient and 
eſtabliſhed ſtate of deſpotiſm, by the publication of the ele- 
mentary principles of ſociety ; which muſt neceſſarily appear 
to turkiſh minds trifling and pedantic : by conſequence, the 
declarations of the rights of man, which you call mad decla- 
rations, and inſtitutes or digeſts of anarchy, are not heard of. 
The concluſions of philoſophy, or the claims of nature, being 
conſidered as ideal, are not admitted there.” See Ob/erva- 
tions on (Dr. Hurd's) the lord biſhop of Worceſter's, two dia- 
logues on the conſtitution of the engliſh government, ava 
1790. dedication, p. xxxi.] 
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it is the ſource ; and the imperfe&tions_ or the 
omiſſions of which, it will in the ſequel repair. 


Returning then to this ſimple queſtion, he- 
ther the frontiſpiece of our conſtitution ſhall, or 
or hall not, be ornamented with a declaration of 
the rights of mep, I am VE determined for. 
the affirmative. ES 


